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Youth Forum Planned! 17th October. 

South Australia to lead the way in Youth Forums on Alcohol ... 

Following the National Forum convened at Parliament House in Canberra on in June, Dalgarno Institute is now set to 
roll out a series of state youth forums to ensure the widest perspectives are considered in developing alcohol abuse 
strategies. 
 
South Australia was the last state to reduce the drinking age to 18 in 1974, resulting in a complete generation of 
young people who have had early access to alcohol. It is fitting that it is the first to take action to re-consider the 
impacts of this law and the exponential increase in risky underage drinking. There is an urgent need to support 
strategies to keep our young people safer and healthier. 
 
“Youth in South Australia, both in urban and regional areas will be invited to the discussions about the benefits of 
raising the drinking age back up to 21”, said Shane Varcoe, Dalgarno’s National Director.  
 
Jo Baxter, from Drug Free Australia, is actively supporting the launch in SA, which is planned for October 17 from 
10.00am -12.30 pm.  People connected with schools, community groups, local government, politicians, health 
agencies and law enforcement will be involved. Keynote Presenters will include Professor John Toumbourou from 
Deakin University, Victoria and Dr Anthony Lynham, Maxillofacial Surgeon at Royal Brisbane Hospital.  
For more details, or to reserve a seat, contact Jo on admin@drugfree.org.au  
 

   

Dalgarno School Forums continue to have positive impact on Year 9’s 
“Our Year 9 seminars continue to have a positive impact on high school students, especially in the  
Tea Tree Gully area. The most recent was for 150 students at Golden Grove High School on 30 July, (with some 
participants pictured below with Shane). We hope that the October Youth Forum will be an effective follow up on the 
information students already have on alcohol and drug harms”, said Jo Baxter. 
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