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Community Awareness Program on the effects of drugs against Youth of Somalia

From 1st to 3rd  October 2018 the Somali Anti drug misuse act(SADMA) in 

Cooperation with the Swed University,Civil Society Network on Substance 

and Drug Abuse  organized her second drug awareness program on Drugs 

and Substance Abuse Prevention in Somalia  with the theme: ‘Drugs and 

substance abuse, 

The objectives of meeting program was to increase the awareness on 

a. The effects of drugs in human health
b. How the drug is influenced on the studies process
c. Which system affects by the drugs
d. How the medicine and indicators participate drugs

The program was officially opened by Dr. Abdullahi Shine Dean of dental 

department from Swed University. After welcoming the official quest from 

Somali Anti drug Misuse Act, he seconded to Alinoor Adan, the deputy 

director of Somali Anti Drug Misuse Act and explained to the percipients 

about the objective of the program



Dr. Alinoor Adan from Somali, anti drug misuse act has first and explained 

to the percipients about the objective of the program. He first explained to 

the participants about a short history of World Federation against drug on the

meaning of WFAD, time of establishment, its Vision and the 

principles. Second he shared with the participants on the general 

information of drugs and its effects. He mentioned that Substance abuse and

drug dependency are problems of significant proportions in our society today.

They are the leading causes of preventable illness, disability and death in 

Somalia. Alcohol/chemical dependency is a disease that affects not only 

individuals but every component of the family, the workplace and the 

community. Chemical abuse not only includes alcohol and illegal drugs, but 

also prescription drugs such as tranquilizers, pain medications, sleeping pills,

etc

The participants were trained on prevention, sensitization, counseling and 

advocacy skills which reflect world best practices in the global fight against 

illicit of, drug and substance abuse prevention. The Participants also covered 

topics that educated the youths on the health, social and economic 

implications, consequences and repercussions associated with illicit drug 

trafficking, drug and substance abuse among young people. Participants 

were also trained on how to mobilize through advocacy their law makers.

As part of the activities, the participants re-enforced their commitment in the

fight against drug and substance abuse by showing a red card to illicit drug 

trafficking and drug and substance abuse in Somalia especially miraa or 

khats

The participants were advised to intensify effort and action in the campaign 

against illicit trafficking and substance abuse considering the negative effect 

it has on the lives and image of our youths, community and country. 

Participants agreed that it is no longer acceptable to see young Somalis 



languish in rehabilitation homes and prisons while some are executed abroad

because of drug and substance related cases. 

The three day program saw the presence of hundreds of young people from 

different backgrounds that significantly interacted with the speakers and 

among themselves. Young secondary school students were at the centre of 

the events: through the debates and discussions they expressed their minds 

on drug and substance abuse issue, and that edified the audience on how 

important is listening to the mid-level students that constitute the main 

affected part of the youth as far as drug and substance abuse is concerned. 

They proposed vehicle drug awareness and Video talk show program to be 

added.

As part of the resolutions, it was agreed that drug and substance abuse 

among young people is on the rise and every citizen, , Corporate 

organizations and the government must rise up to the challenge without 

which the situation will be worst. That prevention, sensitization and advocacy

campaign approach must be considered above any other form of approach 

based on the fact that if objective and adequate prevention campaign is 

done, there will be no need for rehabilitation and treatment

That the ministry of health Somalia and government should formulate a 

rewarding system in form of drug prevention Ambassador or Champion to 

encourage young people who are committed to the prevention, sensitization 

and advocacy campaign against drug trafficking and abuse. And government

should build recreational facilities and centres that will meaningfully engage 

the strength and energy of young people thereby diverting their energies 

from drugs and substance abuse. 

The meeting participants appreciated the commitment of SADMA, WFAD 

and other partners in the drug and substance abuse prevention project which

has become a bane at our country’s development. The participants called on 



government, SADMA and the WFAD to increase their support.

At last the Somali Anti drug Misuse acted started awarding.  The awarded 

teams have been working with association since its establishment of 2017. 

The association has decided to award the three selected person from 

different institution in front of the participants due to their long struggle of 

eradicating drug awareness program from their own institution. The warding 

site was SWED University and the names of the awarded person were are as 

follow. The gender was 3:1 which means two female and amale. 

In conclusion, the meeting ended successfully while the participats went 



home while full of knowledge, they admired the following slogans.

1. Drugs are dearth trap.
2. Pain killers will kill more than just your pain. Eventually it can 

kill you
3. Doing smoking is agrave mistake
4. Drugs will make mama cry
5. Drugs aren’t cool. They make you act like a fool
6. Drug users don’t grow old, because they die young

Prepared by Dr. Alinoor Adan from 

Somali Anti Drug Misuse Act

Somalia


