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Arriving mail traffic only at Arlanda 
airport consists of more than 90 
million items of mail. The Police 
and Customs Service made almost 
1100 seizures concerning new  
psychoactive substances in 2011. 

Substans

Number of times a sub-
stance has occurred in  
a decision of destruction

3,4-DMMC 2
4-HO-MET 5
4-MEC 21
5-MeO-DALT 5
AM-2201 57
AM-2233 1
AM-694 5
Buphedrone 5
Desoxypipradol 2
DMAA 2
DPT 2
JWH-203 4
JWH-210 1
Klorfenylpiperazin 2
Methoxetamine 8
Mitragynine 6
N-Etyl 2C-B 1
Pentedron 1
Perganum harmala 1

p-Me-PPP 1

RCS4 Ortho isomer 6

Tramadol 7

Result so far 

In order to facilitate the prosecutors 
work and to inform the general  
public all statements from Swedish  
National Institut of Public Health 
(SNIPH) are published on the public 
webpage http://www.fhi.se/Tillsyn/
Klassificering/Substanser-under-utred-
ning-infor-framstallan-om-klassificering-
som-narkotika-eller-halsofarlig-vara/ 

SNIPH estimated that the new 
legislation would add 600 
cases concerning destruction 
of psychoactive substances to 
the workload annually.

Due to the lack of analysis  
capacity at the labs the  
handling of cases is delayed. 
Several hundred seizures  
are in pipeline expected to  
be handled under the new  
legislation.

A new legislation regulating the destruction of certain substances of abuse  
hazardous to health was implemented in April 1st 2011 in Sweden (2011:111). 
The law aims to prevent the use and distribution of hazardous substances 
that are not yet regulated or in a process to be regulated as narcotic drugs in 
the Narcotic Drugs Control Act (SFS 1992:860) or as substances hazardous 
to health in the Act on the Prohibition of certain Goods Dangerous to Health 
(SFS 1999:42). 

For a substance to be destroyed either of these requirements must be fulfilled:
(a)  the substance has been declared as narcotics or hazardous to health in 

an legal proposal not yet in force 
(b)  the substance has been internationally declared under the 1961 0r 1971 

UN Drug control conventions but the decision is not yet in force 
(c)  the substance are presumed to become regulated as a narcotic sub-

stance of abuse or hazardous to health by the Swedish government.

For the substance to be destroyed it is required, apart from the conditions 
above, that in a single circumstance it can be presumed that the substance 
is used for the purpose to achieve intoxication or another influence and that 
the substance then could cause harm or death.

All matters are handled according to the Administrative Act (1986:223) and 
are not viewed as criminal offences. Certain protocols must be used and the 
decision can be appealed to court.

After statement is made regarding a substance the SNIPH starts  
an investigation into whether the substance should be regulated as 
narcotics or as a hazardous substance.

16 substances has been regulated since the new law was implemented:   
JWH-122; JWH-203; JWH-210; Desoxypipradol; Mitragynine; 4-fluorotropa- 
cocaine (pFBT); 4-MEC; Buphedrone; Methoxetamine; 4-HO-MET; 5-MeO- 
DALT; RCS-4 Ortho Isomer; AM-2201; AM-694; GBL and 1,4-Butandiol.
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1.  Police and Customs have according to the law 

the right to confiscate a substance awaiting the 

decision of destruction from a prosecutor. 

2.  To be able to investigate if the substance can be 

destroyed a report regarding the identity of the 

substance is needed from The National Labora-

tory of Forensic Science or the Swedish Custom 

laboratory.

3.  There are currently 35 public prosecution of-

fices in Sweden where one prosecutor in each 

office is mainly working with this legislation as 

well as six Customs prosecutors at three main 

locations. A prosecutor is responsible for the 

decision of destruction after an inquiry and a 

statement from the Swedish National Institute 

of Public Health (SNIPH) or in some cases the 

Medical Product Agency.

4.  A statement is also required from the National 

Institute of Public Health in Sweden (SNIPH) 

confirming that the substance can be assumed 

to be classified as narcotics or hazardous to 

health. SNIPH has two working weeks to make 

the statement with an obligation to start a classifi-

cation process within approximately one year.
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