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Communique 

 

Prompted by the need to proffer practicable and effective solutions to the 
increasingly dire drug abuse situation in Nigeria; and the need to ensure that civil 
society inputs is not relegated as the Federal Government prepares to issue policy 
pronouncements based on the recommendations by the Buba Marwa-led 
Presidential Advisory Committee on Drug Abuse (PACEDA), members of the World 
Federation Against Drugs {Nigeria Chapter} in collaboration with the Civil Society 
Network on Substance and Drug Abuse {CSNetSDA} organized a 2-day Drug Abuse 
Advocacy Workshop and Policy Review Meeting. 

The Meeting featured Civil Society Organizations from across the Nigerian 
Federation and representation by key Federal agencies saddled with issues of Drug 
abuse – these are the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), the Nigeria 
Security Civil Defense Corps (NSCDC) and the Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC). 

 

GOODWILL 
In his welcoming address, the convener of the Meeting and Board Member for 
Africa of the World Federation Against Drugs (WFAD) and President of CSNetSDA, 
Eze Eluchie, Esq., expressed profound appreciation to the participants present who 
displayed enormous patriotism and sacrifice by coming from all over the 
federation, at their own personal expenses, to participate in the meeting and 
contribute their quota towards addressing what is growing to be an existential 
threat to the Nigerian state and its teeming population.  

In their respective Goodwill Messages delivered at the Meeting, the NDLEA, NCDSC 
and the FRSC emphasized the need for continued advocacy, policy formulation and 
implementation to ensure a ‘No to Drug abuse’. The respective agencies reiterated 
their willingness to partner with civil society towards ensuring success as regards 
their respective mandates in the area of Drug abuse. while noting that some of the 
unfortunate occurrence in the country including road accidents, banditry, extremist 
religious violence, violent crimes such as rape, battery and assaults, are caused by 
drug and substance abuse. It was imperative that there was need to nip the drug 



issues at the bud by applying prevention strategies as it is less expensive and saves 
cost.   

 

After exhaustive deliberation over the 2-day duration of the Meeting, which 
featured amongst other items a detailed ‘’section-by-section’’ analysis and review 
of the Draft of a Bill developed by one of the participating organization (People 
Against Drug Dependence & Ignorance – PADDI) for the creation of a National Drug 
Abuse Prevention Agency (NDAPA), in line with best global practices, and 
exploration of diverse means to broaden the stakeholder base and transfer 
ownership of efforts at addressing the Drug abuse scourge to the Nigerian 
population, the meeting resolved as follows: 

 

1. Welcomes increased interest by the Federal Government to frontally 
address the Drug abuse situation in Nigeria as evidenced by the 
establishment of PACEDA and promise by the President of the Federal 
Republic, H.E. Muhammadu Buhari, to expeditiously implement the findings 
of PACEDA that will lead to a drastic reduction of the scourge of drug abuse 
in our society. 
 

2. Advocates for the speedy consideration, passage and signing into law of the 
proposed National Drug Abuse Prevention Agency (NDAPA) Bill which seeks 
for the creation of a Federal agency that will have a specific mandate to 
address Prevention, Treatment, Care and Rehabilitation issues.  

 

3. A Declaration of a State of Emergency on the drug abused situation in 
Nigeria to enable Federal and State authorities more flexibility to address 
this scourge which has grown to become an existential threat. 

 

4. Creation of a National DrugAbuseControlFund (DACFund) (modelled 
alongside the TETFUND for tertiary education) which will be funded by a One 
Percent Special Drug Abuse Control Tax which will be levied on the profits of 
all corporate bodies in Nigeria. The DrugFUND will be used to fund the 
nationwide rollout of extensive investment in Drug Abuse Prevention, 
Treatment, Care and Rehabilitation. 

 

5. Urges for the prioritization of the Drug abuse prevention strategies which 
have been proved severally to be cost-effective and more practical in 
addressing the scourge of drug abuse 

 



6. Calls for additional measures to be undertaken to ensure that the Nigerian 
Child, in keeping with the tenor of Article 33 of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (CRC), to which Nigeria is a State party, to ensure that children 
in Nigeria are protected from all aspects of drug abuse: production, 
trafficking, use, or otherwise. 
 

7. Enjoin existing stakeholders in efforts at addressing the scourge of drug 
abuse to ensure a broadened stakeholder-base that will encompass all 
Nigerians (corporate and individual, religious and secular, urban and rural 
and so on) to be part-stakeholder in ensuring that the scourge of Drug abuse 
does not overwhelm our society.  
 

8. Rescue them young: embark on a nationwide program to elicit a pledge from 
our children and youth (which pledge/contract will be encouraged with 
subtle perks geared towards sustaining the pledge for a drug free existence) 
to be free from societal vices 
 

9. Enhanced budgetary provisions for the National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency, the National Security and Civil Defense Corps (NSCDC) and other 
agencies that are on the frontline of addressing Drug trafficking. The current 
state of funding for these agencies is a national apology.  
 

10. Worrisome judicial interventions which lead to the release or overly ‘’slap 
on the wrist’’ penalties for drug traffickers must be reversed. Whilst we do 
not subscribe to the death penalty, it must be asserted that the harm caused 
by traffickers to the society deserves extreme custodial penalties. 

 

11. Cautions that in the effort to address the scourge of substance abuse, care 
must be taken not to over-militarize such efforts going by the nomenclature 
repeatedly voiced in the lead-up to the presentation of the PACEDA report, 
of a ‘War Against Drug Abuse”” – Nigeria cannot afford to go the route trod 
by the Philippines, which has now led to the death of over 10,000 persons in 
a so-called war on drugs. 
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